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Sen. Mike Gianaris decried the potential constitutional amendment that would overhaul the state’s redistricting process as “an epic fail” that would have long-lasting impacts on fair elections in New York.

“The parameters of these discussions seem to be setting us up for an epic fail and something that we would be regretting for decades to come,” Gianaris, D-Queens, told my NY1 colleague Zack Fink.

The language for the amendment was released late last night, but the complete state maps are not out yet. 

Even before it was released, the proposed amendment was blasted by Democrats in the Senate for essentially helping the current Senate Republican majority keep clout in the process, even if it falls out of power. Common Cause has also criticized it for essentially keeping the Legislature’s role in the process intact, though the it would provide for narrower changes than lawmakers are allowed now.

Gianaris, who has largely become the face of the Senate Democrats’ opposition to any deal cut on redistricting, blasted the oddly drawn lines in the initial maps and saying the new ones that we’ve seen bits and pieces of aren’t any better.

“Now we’re witnessing the Kabuki theater that is being played out in this next draft by them changing those thigns and hoping it passes muster,” he said. “The reality is it doesn’t. This is still a terrible map that they’ve produced. and when they released these drafts.”
“All the worse gerrymandering abuses are still there,” he added.

Gianaris told Zack that he still expected the governor to follow through with his veto.

“The governor has made it clear he wants a better product and a better process.”
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